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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PARM, SOPN, UN, UR, US 

SUBJECT: SOVIET MEDIA ON VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE'S SSOD 
SPEECH 

1 . SOVIET PRESS TREATMENT OF VICE PRESIDENT MOND ALE’S 
UNSSOD SPEECH HAS BEEN DERISIVE. IZVESTIA OF MAY 25 
ACCUSED THE VICE PRESIDENT OF MAKING "GROUNDLESS" 

ASSERTIONS THAT INFLATION AND INCREASED SOVIET MILITARY 
THREAT EXPLAIN THE GROWTH IN THE U.S. MILITARY BUDGET. 

PRAVDA CORRESPONDENTS CLAIM THAT THE VICE PRESIDENT S 
SPEECH LEFT "A STRANGE IMPRESSION" ON MANY OBSERVERS, 

AND STATE THAT HE ENGAGED ONLY IN PROPAGANDISTIC 
RHETORIC.” THE VICE PRESIDENT EVOKED "SCEPTICAL SMILES" 

WHEN HE STATED THAT THE U.S. MILITARY BUDGET ’"HAS NOT 
GROWN IN REAL TERMS' SINCE THE END OF THE 1950’S," AND, 

ACCORDING TO PRAVDA, HIS SPEECH WAS "IN SHARP CONTRAST 
WITH THE CONSTRUCTIVE CHARACTER OF A MAJORITY OF THE 
SPEECHES" AT THE SSOD. FINALLY, BOTH NEWSPAPERS REPORT 
THAT THE PRESIDENT CHOSE NOT TO SPEAK AT THE SSOD, 
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ATTRIBUTING TO "OBSERVERS" THE THOUGHT THAT HE PREFERRED 
TO ADDRESS THE NATO SUMMIT. 

2. UNLIKE THE PRESS REPORTS, TASS ENGLISH NOTES THAT 
THE VICE PRESIDENT DID NOTE CURRENT ARMS CONTROL TALKS 
AND DID LIST A NUMBER OF DISARMAMENT PROPOSALS BUT THEN 
GOES ON TO SAY THAT "THESE PRONOUNCEMENTS BY THE VICE 
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PRESIDENT COULD NOT BE SQUARED IN ANY WAY" WITH HIS 
STATEMENTS THAT THE U.S. AND NATO WILL "CONTINUE BUILDING 
UP THEIR MILITARY POTENTIAL." VREMYA TELEVISION NEWS 
EVENING OF MAY 25 STATED THAT THE VICE PRESIDENT MADE NO 
NEW PROPOSALS IN HIS SPEECH AND AT THE SAME TIME ENGAGED 
IN "DISTORTIONS" OF SOVIET POLICY, ODEMIITHE SOVIET 
THREAT WHEN EVERYONE KNOWS THAT IT IS THE U.S. WHICH IS 
DEVELOPING NEW WEAPONS. VREMYA ALSO STATED THAT THE 
SPEECH DEMONSTRATES THAT THE U.S. WILL CONTINUE ON ITS 
MILITARISTIC COURSE. MATLOCK 
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